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COPTIC MONASTERY OF ST. SHENOUDA

ROCHESTERNEWYORK December, 2009 A.D; Kialk, 1726 AM.

“But when the Sfullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4, 5)

Dear Beloved Brothers and Siéters in Christ,

I would like to congratulate you for the beginning of the month of Kiahk, the Marian month, which is full of praises and
prayers glorifying God for fulfilling His Divine plan of salvation of mankind beginning with the Incarnation of the Son of God
Who took flesh in the worb of the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary. At the same time that we are praising God and honoring
our mother, the Virgin Mary, the Church has also established for us this Fast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ to be
prepared to accept Him into our hearts and lives and to have the grace of unioni with Him by partaking of His Holy Body and
Precious Blood and the dwelling of the Holy Spirit in us by faith.

This becomes even more important as we approach the end of the year. The Son of God took flesh and took our
humanity in order to 1ift us up to be with Him for eternity. This eternity begins now. “And this is eternal life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3). So the knowledge of, i.e. the experience of
and the relationship with, God must begin from now in order for us to be lifted up with Him for eternity. May God grant for
us that these blessed days be a means for us to go deep into this experience and relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ for us
to be living with Him from now for the sake of living with Him for eternity.

FINANCIAL SITUATION

As many of you know from previous letters, we are under a deadline to finish the monastery building within
the next several months due to a building permit that only lasts until April, 2010. Whatever amount you are able
to give as a loan would be a blessing and of bénefit. Even if you feel that the loan is not a significant amount, be
assured that God will put His blessing. If everyone who receives this Ietter is able to give what they can, God will
bless and provide what is needed. This is what occurred when both the tabernacle and the temple (in the Old
Testament) were built and the people provided all that was needed and more. We have faith in God that through
His grace, in spite of these difficult times we are in, that He will provide through your prayers, gifts and offerings.

Our expenses for the next THREE MONTHS are:

$ 50,000 — unpaid bills from the contractor for the work during this period
+$ 91,000 - repayment of personal loans
$141,000 TOTAL (one hundred and forty-one thousand dollars)

There are another $896,000 remaining in expenses to the contractor after these three months for the completion of the
monastery building in addition to $595,000 remaining in personal loans that are due over the next two years.
For those who would like to take the blessing of DONATING OR GIVING LOANS, please send them to:
St. Shenouda Monastery
P.O. Box 20433
Rochester, NY 14602

If a loan is sent, please make sure this is specified on the check by writing “loan”. May God accept your gifts and
offerings as a delightful aroma and reward you with heavenly and earthly blessings.

Your servant in Christ,

Sﬁm cuo' . Mﬂ A% {M We are in urgent need for loans and donations in order

to complete the monastery building by April, 2010.
Fr. Shenouda Maher Ishak If you need your loan to be returned before the due date, it will be

Priest, St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church returned to you immediately by the grace of God.
Rochester, NY

525 Lehigh Station Rd. ® W. Henrietta, NY 14586 ® Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20433, Rochester, NY 14602
Website: stshenouda.rochcopts.org @ E-mail: stshenouda@rochcopts.org
FR. SHENOUDA MAHER ISHAK Phone (585) 321-1395 ® fax (585)321-1395 *51
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