ROCHESTER-NEWYORK  pepruary, 2010 AD.; Amshir, 1726 AM.

“Ts this not the fast that I have chosen: to [oose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go
Jree, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the fungry, and that you bring to your house the poor
who are cast out; when you see the naked, that you cover kim, and not hide yourself from your own flesh?” (Isaiafi 58:6-7)

Abba John the Dwarf said, “If a Ring wanted to take possession of fiis enemy’s city, e would begin by cutting off the water and the food and
50 fuis enemies, dying of hunger, would submit to him. It is the same with the passions of the flesh: if a man goes about fasting and hungry
the enemies of fis soul grow weak”. :

Dear Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I would like to congratulate you for the beginning of the Fast of the Holy Forty Days. May God grant us that this be an
acceptable fast to Him with repentance and good works. :

Even though we have been giving you regular updates to our financial situation and the immediate needs to cover past
debts, many have asked to see what the current status of the monastery building is given our deadline of April of this year (i.e. two
months from now) for the building permit. Over the past few months, as a result of the donations and loans that have been given,

" we have only been able to put the stucco to protect the eurrent building from the weather conditions, since a great amount of the

money has mainly been put towards paying off the debts to the contractor and regular operating expenses (which included the
repayment of personal loans to those who were in need of repayment).

It has been a great blessing for God to bring the monastery this far, but we still have a long way to go. We have continued
to look into the possibility of obtaining a construction loan, but without success. However, we continue to trust in God Who
always provides what is good for His children at the proper time. So again, we ask that whatever amount you are able to give as
a loan would be a blessing and of benefit. Even if you feel that the loan is not a significant amount, be assured that God will
put His blessing. We have faith in God that through His grace, in spite of these difficult times we are in, that He will
provide through your prayers, gifts and offerings.

FINANCIAL SITUATION
In addition to the regular monthly operating expenses, our current expenses for the completion of the
monastery building in the next months are as follows:

$ 25,000 — the rest of the unpaid bill from the contractor for the siding of the building:
$890,000 — expenses needed for the contractor to complete the monastery building

18 59.300 — urgent repayment of personal loans
$974,300 TOTAL (nine hundred and seventy-four thousand and three hundred dollars)

In addition, there are $558,700 remaining in personal loans that are due over the next two years.
For those who would like to take the blessing of DONATING OR GIVING LOANS, please send them to:
‘ St. Shenouda Monastery .
P.O. Box 20433
Rochester, NY 14602

If a loan is sent, please make sure this is specified on the check by writing “loan”. May God accept your gifts and
offerings as a delightful aroma and reward you with heavenly and earthly biessings.

Your servant in Christ, ; - - r— T —— = T T——
Shemonda Makeq ilM We are in urgent need for loans and donations in order
Fr. Shenouda Maher Ishak to complete the monastery building by April, 2010.

Priest, St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church If you need your loan to be returned before the due date, it will be
Rochester, NY returned to you immediately by the grace of God.
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P.O. Box 20433
Rochester, NY 14602
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